
 
April 2, 2020 
  
Dear Lamphere Families, 
 
I want to thank our staff, students and community for their incredible flexibility and understanding during 
these past few weeks.  As a community, we’re establishing new routines and norms during this health crisis 
with grace and kindness to one another.  Our focus has been and will continue to be the well-being and safety 
of everyone. 
Since March 13, we, along with all of the districts across our state, have shifted and adapted to address state 
and federal guidelines while meeting our missions to serve students. We’ve provided social-emotional support 
for students, food, and technology to students and families in need and donated vital Personal Protection 
Equipment supplies to local hospitals.  
This has been a difficult time for all involved - school staff, teachers, parents, students, and communities.  We 
are confident that, in the face of these great challenges, our students and educators will rise to the occasion. 
This morning, Governor Whitmer signed an executive order closing all school buildings in Michigan for the 
remainder of the school year, unless restrictions are lifted.  As part of her executive order, she encouraged 
districts to work on a plan for extended learning.  I am proud to say that we already had been working toward 
this goal.  

We have created a steering committee, made up of teachers, administrators and support specialists who are 

working together to develop our K-12 extended learning plan for our students, which will be submitted for 

approval by the county. As a district, we will continue to support the professional development of our staff to 

deliver the exemplary education for kids that our community expects. 

You will receive a separate communication tomorrow from us about the next phase of our learning plan for 
students to continue during the school shutdown.  Please look forward to information regarding Google 
Classroom and how you and your child will be able to continue to access materials and opportunities for new 
learning materials. Please know that this plan will continue to evolve as we all become more comfortable with 
online teaching and learning.  

The Governor provided the following clarifications concerning credit for student coursework: 

● The governor has stated that seniors who were on track to graduate when school was suspended on 
March 13, 2020, should be allowed to graduate. 

● Teachers and support staff will work with students in grades Kindergarten through 11th grade and 
will continue to count on home support to prioritize learning targets, preparing students for the next 
grade level. A strong school-home partnership will be important now more than ever. Together we 
will do all we can to support students and create opportunities for them to be successful in their 
learning. 



● Michigan’s third-grade reading law, which recommends third grade students who are more than a 
year behind in reading be retained in third grade, will not be enforced this year. We will continue to 
communicate with you about ways to support your child’s reading life at home. 

● All state assessments will be suspended for this school year. 
● Current high school juniors will be given an opportunity this fall to take the SAT at the expense of 

the state, to make up for the state-funded college entrance exam they would have taken in March if 
schools had not been closed. 

Lamphere will continue to provide food and technology as follows -  
Food Service - Our Food Service team will be at Lamphere High School from 10:00 am to 11:00 am on 
Monday, April 6 for a drive-up service with free food for children from 0 to 18 years old. We'll have bags full of 
7 breakfasts and 7 lunches per child.  Our intent at the current time is to continue offering this service going 
forward each Monday from 10:00 am to 11:00 am, but we will continue to provide updates. 

Technology – we will continue to sign out Chromebooks to students who need them.  Please contact Jeanne 
Berlin, at berlinj@lamphereschools.org if your family needs one or if you need your student’s google login 
credentials. 
 
Please Note:  Child Care services will remain closed until further notice.  At this point, there are no plans to 
reopen during the remainder of this school year. 
There are many other questions that we will provide answers for as more information and clarity becomes 
available.  Please continue to check our FAQ page on our Website for answers to questions that you might 
have at http://lamphereschools.org/district_info/school_closure_information/faqs  
 
I am inspired by the commitment our staff has shown to our students throughout these past two weeks. I’ve 
personally witnessed many examples of outreach, either through social media posts, or Zoom meetings, 
google hangouts, and other ways to check in with their students to reassure them and connect with them. I 
am humbled by the eagerness of our staff and community-at-large to assist those in need. 
 
While this spring has certainly been unprecedented with school closures and nationwide challenges, we will be 
honoring our scheduled spring break.  The afternoon of Friday, April 3 - April 12 will be our scheduled break.  
We are encouraging our families to use this “break” as a time to focus on your physical and emotional 
well-being, and take advantage of the time you have together.  We are asking our teachers to do the same. 
When we resume on April 13 you can expect a refresh of learning opportunities that week.  
 
We look forward to the day when we can see everyone again, but most importantly, we want everyone in our 
school community to remain safe. Lamphere has always had a very strong sense of family and this will serve 
us well in the coming months.  #WeAreLamphere. 
 
Take care and please be safe.  
Dale 
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